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basis of population could support a municipality is not so
high as to preclude, anxiety whether both ends could be
made to meet. It is, however, remarkable that in the
Berar division which unquestionably contains a higher
level of wealth than any of the other- four divisions, and
where the cotton ginning and pressing industry offers
scope for profitable taxation, there are found the towns
with the largest populations under village sanitation
panchayats- Of 62 sanitation panchayats in the Central
Provinces four only have a population exceeding 6.000
and the largest is 7,600; whilst out of 42 such panchayats
in Berar no less than 17 exceed the figure of 6,000, and
of these 3 exceed 10,000 in population.

PART IV.

VILLAGE PANCHAYATS.

99.   Village panchayats are governed by the provi-
sions of the Central Provinces Village Panchayat Act,
1920 (V of 1920).   This Act which, as already observed,
was passed by the pre-Reform Council in the last year
of its existence was brought into force in the Central
Provinces on May 1st, 1922,  and was applied to Berar
on 1st October 1923.   It differed from the Village Sani-
tation and Public Management Act (II of 1920), firstly,
in that it was an entirely new Act designed to revive the
village panchayat, which had formerly been an important
feature of Indian village life, in a form which would fit
in with the development of other local self-governing
institutions, and make it an integral part of. the structure
of Local Self-Government; whereas the latter Act repre-
sented a revision of an existing Act under which pancha-
yats h'ad already been formed and were in existence.
Both Acts gave identically the same objects to panchayats
to administer, viz., conservancy and water-supply, the
construction and maintenance of roads, and the under-
taking of any other local work or measure like to be of
public utility within the area administered by apanchayat,
But the Village Panchayat Act went further and provided
for the constitution of panchayat courts with civil and
criminal powers.   It also differed fundamentally from the